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Gabby is the star pitcher on her middle school’s baseball team.
In fact, Gabby’s basically the star of the whole school and she
knows it. Everyone loves her! But life throws her a curve ball
when her middle school suddenly has to close and everyone is
transferred to different schools. Gabby does the best she can
to show everyone at her new school the star that she is, but
her classmates don’t catch on. Kids don’t flock around her, no
one seems interested in being her friend, and worst of all, the
baseball team hasn’t begged her to join them. Gabby has to start
all over in finding her place and building her legacy. Through a lot
of mistakes and loses she’s sure should have been wins, Gabby
learns that, although it’s great to love what you love (baseball
for instance) and it’s important to have confidence, her priorities
might just be in the wrong place.
This adorable chapter book, illustrated with cute doodles as if
it were a diary, is a great read for middle school aged kids. As
Gabby explains in the beginning, the book is her playbook for
life. In it she writes her goals and her plan to accomplish them.
Then she keeps track of whether or not she achieves these
goals, which she records as “wins” and “loses”. She recaps those
“wins” and “loses”, which is where the storyline of the book is
developed. Gabby is a lively, confident girl with some arrogant
tendencies. She often sees herself as flawless and expects others
to as well. Despite this, she is a lovable character and it is exciting
to see her grow to become more humble and kind. Also, as the
book goes on, Gabby becomes a better friend. She makes new
friends with people she never thought she’d be friends with and
learns to support them even though they have varying interests.
Most importantly, she learns that life isn’t all about winning. While
at times to storyline can be a bit unrealistic, younger readers will
probably still enjoy this cute story.
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